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Holiday Hope: helping families make the holidays special
Once again, the Durham Children’s Aid
Foundation completed a successful
Holiday Hope Program by providing
691 families -- including 1,021 children,
and 201 youth -- the opportunity
to have a special holiday season.

Donors help in a variety of ways: with
financial support, or the donation of
individual items or gift cards. Some
donors are groups of friends, family or
colleagues who get together to sponsor
a family.

The work begins in October when
Foundation staff reaches out to the
Durham Children’s Aid Society and
asks the workers for referrals of
families who could benefit from
the program.

Businesses, community organizations
and individuals contribute immensely
by taking part in the program.
Community and corporate leaders
such as the Ministry of Finance, CGI
and General Motors filled over 114
matched hampers in total!

Workers not only refer these families
but provide an outline of their needs,
the ages of the children/youth, their
clothing/shoe sizes and also lists their
interests/hobbies so unique gifts can
be provided. Along with these special
items, a grocery gift card is also
included so the family can purchase
food that they traditionally make
during the holiday season.

Toy drives across the region are also
instrumental in supporting our Holiday
Hope workshop and facilitated the
building of our holiday hampers.
Thanks to the generous support from
our community and corporate partners,
the Holiday Hope Program raised more
than $240,000 in direct and in-direct
donations.
A special thank you to Bagwatting
Community Association, CHUM
Christmas Wish, Jim Daniels
Foundation, Sharon’s Kids and
General Motors of Canada for their
financial support.
And finally a very
special thank you
goes out to our 20
amazing volunteers
who donated over
615 hours in running
the program.
Volunteers help
to receive donations,
sort the items
from toy drives,
and coordinate
the hampers.
It’s breathtaking to
see our office turn into
a busy holiday factory,
packed with games,
teddy bears, clothes, household items,
books and more. We couldn’t do it
with you!
Thank you to everyone who helped to
make Holiday Hope a huge success.

continued on page 3

Foundation Volunteers at the Oshawa Generals Teddy Bear Toss.

Strong relationships with government partners
At Durham CAS we strive to maintain
an ongoing, positive and cooperative
relationship with all of our government
partners, including our local Members
of Provincial Parliament.
Last fall, Executive Director, Wanda
Secord and members of our Board of
Directors had the pleasure of meeting
two new MPPs, who were elected last
summer: Jennifer French representing
Oshawa, and Granville Anderson
representing Durham. We also met
with Joe Dickson, who was re-elected
to represent Ajax-Pickering.
We are honoured to work with each of
our Durham area MPPs, also including
Christine Elliott, who was re-elected
in Whitby-Oshawa, and Laurie Scott,
who was re-elected in HaliburtonKawartha Lakes–Brock. We are
especially honoured to work with
Tracy MacCharles who was not
only re-elected to represent
Pickering-Scarborough East, but
who was appointed the new Minister
of Children and Youth Services.
In recent years, the Ministry of
Children and Youth Services has
introduced some significant changes
regarding funding and accountability
for Children’s Aid Societies across
Ontario. While we have changed how
some of our services are administered,
we maintain our commitment to
admitting fewer children to care
through strengthened admissionprevention strategies and a greater
focus on family-based care for
children and youth.
The complex needs of the children,
youth and families we serve are
increasing, yet the resources available
are decreasing.

In order to maintain
quality services,
we rely on the
commitment and
support of our
government partners
at all levels of
government. As
such we have made
a commitment to
build and maintain
strong relationships
with them.
We strive to ensure
that our government
representatives, both
(From left): DCAS Board President, Catherine Mack; Oshawa MPP,
elected and among
Jennifer French; DCAS Executive Director, Wanda Secord.
Ministry staff, are well
informed of our
successes, as well as the challenges
we face in the ongoing delivery of
quality services.
We are proud of the ongoing and
open dialogue we have with all of
our government representatives.
These relationships
are an integral part
of the collaboration
necessary to
ensure that quality,
comprehensive,
efficient and effective
services are available
to the children, youth
and families in
Durham Region.

(From left): DCAS Board Vice-President, Bryan Buttigieg; DCAS
Executive Director, Wanda Secord; Durham MPP, Granville Anderson.

Vision

Building hope and opportunities with
children, youth and families.
1320 Airport Blvd.,
Oshawa, Ontario L1H 7K4
Tel: 905.433.1551
Fax: 905.433.0603

www.durhamcas.ca
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Mission

Working with families and the community to keep
children and youth safe from harm and create
stability and permanence in their lives.

Holiday Hope...continued

Whitby Wolves Atom B Girls Hockey Team,
Holiday Hope supporters for the second year.

Ministry of Finance, long-time Holiday Hope supporters.

Jackie and Neal* work extremely long hours to provide
for their family. They thought they were done caring for
children, but their granddaughter was at risk of coming
into CAS care, so they stepped up to care for her. They
have cared for her since birth, and it has been a
long and tiring process.
The family provides for their granddaughter first and
themselves second. It has been very stressful for
them emotionally and financially.
After receiving a holiday hamper Jackie asked us to
pass this message along to her donor:

Thank you for the generous basket you gave our granddaughter. Everything fits
and looks really cute on her. She has yet to put the Little People toy down!
Thanks again for your extreme generosity. We wish you all the best
during the holiday season and the coming year.
With her note, Jackie sums up so many of the sentiments we hear each year. We can’t thank our supporters
enough for helping with this important program.
*names changed to protect privacy
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Shyanne’s story:
Family bonding, support and encouragement
Shyanne is an amazing young woman
who happens to be a former Crown
Ward. She is currently attending
Humber College, and her prospects
may be best summed up by her
worker, Biljana Krstanovska who says
that “Shyanne jokes that she’ll be my
supervisor one day. I encourage her to
continue working hard, I know that she
can accomplish whatever she wants.”
Shyanne was 15 when she came into
the care of Durham CAS, and at that
point becoming a CAS supervisor
wasn’t in her plans yet. Shyanne
had experienced years of periodic
involvement with CAS due to a variety
of concerns of abuse and neglect.
Shyanne had essentially become a
parent to her four younger siblings;
she was responsible for ensuring
they were fed, clothed, clean and
supervised.
To a young Shyanne, this was normal.
She thought that moving often,
missing school, caring for babies, and
working a paper route to help feed
the family was normal for a ten or
twelve-year old child. As she got
older things just got worse. At age 14,
Shyanne was fed up. She knew that
the home was not healthy for her and
her siblings, so she decided then and
there that she was going to have a
different future.
Just before her fifteenth birthday,
Shyanne told her then worker, Wendy
Traynor, that it was far worse than she
had been led to believe. Shyanne
was scared, but with Wendy’s help,
Shyanne shared her story and went
to the police.
Shyanne’s biggest concern was for
her siblings. All five siblings couldn’t
be placed in one foster home, so
arrangements were made for Shyanne
to go to the home of Judy and Kevin
Gallagher. Her siblings were placed in
two homes, and Shyanne insisted on
meeting the foster families who
would be taking care of them.
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When Shyanne speaks now of meeting
the Gallaghers, she laughs about how
she thought “there is no way someone
can be so happy” when she saw how
friendly and welcoming they were, and
in particular, Judy’s ever present smile.
She says that she was scared, but felt
welcome when they immediately
hugged her and
offered her
something to
eat.

Shyanne also credits the Gallaghers
for helping her succeed in school,
and for introducing her to a variety of
new activities such as hockey and
competitive cheerleading. The first
time she ever skated was with Kevin
when she was 15. And she excelled at
everything she tried. The Gallaghers
ensured that Shyanne, like all the
children
they cared
for had
“This isn’t a foster home,
every
this is your home”
opportunity
they
- foster mom,
wanted.

Shyanne
remembers them
immediately
Judy Gallagher, as
saying “this isn’t
remembered by Shyanne
a foster home,
Judy says
this is YOUR
“every child
home.” And it is;
needs to
she is still there.
know that
While she has gone off to university,
the world is theirs to explore, that
the Gallaghers’ home is her home.
everyone has something that they
excel at. And we made sure that every
Shyanne flourished in the Gallaghers’
child had the opportunities available.”
home, but she continued to worry
about her siblings, so she made sure
Shyanne also attended camp for a few
that she maintained a relationship with
years thanks in part to the Durham
them.
Children’s Aid Foundation, eventually
working at a Youth Leadership Camp.
Shyanne quickly became part of the
Gallagher family. She was a perfect
“I can’t even begin to explain
fit, and soon developed a close
how much camp changed my life,”
relationship with the Gallagher’s
Shyanne says. “It saved me.”
adult daughters, and other former
There was one councilor in particular
children-in-care who all still maintain
that Shyanne connected with and
a close relationship.
continues to keep in touch with. She
says “When I was down, she was
When Shyanne speaks now about her
always there. She made everything
childhood, she credits the Gallaghers
fun; and she taught me that it’s okay
in helping her understand that much of to stand out and be myself.”
what she endured wasn’t a normal
childhood, it was abusive. They helped Judy echoes Shyanne’s sentiments
her recover and grow by supporting
about camp. She says that it was truly
and loving her.
transformative for Shyanne; that it
taught her that she really is capable of
Judy explains that for all the children
accomplishing anything she sets her
they have cared for, they have always
mind to.
encouraged them to own their past,
but not dwell on it. “We have taught all
Shyanne also speaks lovingly about
of them to focus on their future,” says
family traditions, including fun outings
Judy. “Each and every child can
to places like Tyrone Mills and Hanc’s
accomplish whatever they want. There
Fries. Those seemingly small family
are no limitations. And not one has
outings have obviously had a huge
ever disappointed us.”
impact on Shyanne, and speak
volumes about the need for loving,
ongoing support and family fun in the
healthy development of all children.

Shyanne’s story...continued
“Those outings, like our family dinners
are so important,” says Judy. “They
give such a wonderful opportunity for
us to connect and bond as a family.”
Shyanne maintains a relationship with
her siblings, one of whom was
recently adopted. Shyanne is getting
to know the adoptive family who
recognize that maintaining a strong
relationship among the siblings will be
essential for the healthy development
of them all.
Shyanne is currently in her second
year at Humber College in the
Bachelor of Child and Youth Care
program. She has received a number
of bursaries from the Durham
Children’s Aid Foundation, the
(Toronto) Children’s Aid Foundation,
and the Tim Horton Children’s
Foundation which are helping her
pursue her goals. She is excelling in
her studies, and eventually wants to
get her Master’s Degree in Social
work.
“I never thought that I would be where
I am today, and having that financial
help makes me worry less about
certain things,” Shyanne says of the
bursaries. “It's hard for a youth to
continue in school while worrying
about how to pay for rent or food.
The support helps me be less stressed
and allows me
to focus on my
studies.”

But again she speaks of the
importance of Judy and Kevin. “I think
my transition went more smoothly
than for some other youth because
my foster parents helped me a lot.
They helped
me move, and
explained
budgeting for
“I can’t explain how
food and rent.
Therefore it
much camp changed
wasn't such a
my life. It saved me.”
big surprise
because I was
- Shyanne
prepared for
it.”

Having turned
19 last year,
Shyanne is no
longer a Crown
Ward. While
she has ‘aged
out of care’,
she continues
to receive support through Durham
CAS, under the Continued Care and
Support for Youth program, and from
her worker, Biljana.

‘Aging out of care’ can be very
difficult. Of her experience, Shyanne
says the transition was somewhat
challenging, because CAS and her
foster parents were no longer able to
handle things like rent and budgeting.

When asked
what she thinks is the most important
thing for helping kids, Shyanne says
“connection and support.” Of
everyone Shyanne credits with
helping her, she says that they all
made an effort to connect with her
and supported her unconditionally.
Shyanne will no doubt continue to
flourish, and she just may end up one
day being that CAS supervisor.
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Durham Children’s Aid Foundation
Sharon Clark: A Legacy of Giving
One of Sharon Clark’s most
poignant memories is from when
she was nine years of age. She
remembers she was walking home
for lunch from her school in
Oshawa. At the time, her school
bordered on a shanty town. Sharon
recalls that in her own classroom,
there were those who lived in
shacks and she remembers feeling
very sad for them.
One day as she was walking home
for lunch, she noticed a little boy
was following her, she didn’t know
his name, but she saw that he was
dirty and very young. She ended up
bringing him home for lunch.
Sharon remembers “My mother
didn’t say a word when she saw I
had brought this little boy home
with me. She set another place at
the table for him and made us
tomato soup
with crackers
and then we
went back
to school.
It was only
when I came
home for
dinner that my
mom said that
I couldn’t bring
home kids that
I had found on
the street to
feed.

For over 46 years, Sharon has
been dedicated to supporting
those who need it the most: our
children.

The start of Sharon’s Kids
In 1964, Sharon worked with
a small group of file clerks
and typists at the GM Oshawa
Engineering Department. Each
year, they would exchange gifts
during the holiday season. In the
fourth year of the gift exchange
Sharon remembers opening her
present and thinking, ‘I don’t
need this.’ In fact none of the
ladies needed the token gifts.
Sharon suggested pooling the
gift money and donating it to a
family in need. The other ladies
readily agreed, and Sharon went in
search of a worthy family.

Page 6 - Durham Children’s Aid Society

Someone who still has the
faith to believe that the more
you give, the more you
receive.
Someone who's ready by
thought, word, or deed to
reach out a hand, in the
hour of need.
-Helen Steiner Rice
Writer/poet, 1900-1981

In that letter she said, “I’m very
grateful, and your gifts changed my
life because I realized that there are
people who I’ve never met who care
about me.”
That was the start of Sharon’s Kids
and her four decade association
with the Durham CAS.

Sharon’s Kids’ Legacy

Sharon looks
Sharon Clark and Foundation Executive Director, Siân Gibson
back on that memory
and wonders if that little boy
A friend who worked at Durham
was put there to inspire the
CAS matched Sharon and the
spirit of Sharon’s Kids.
ladies at GM with a young single
mother with a nine month old baby.
If you ever have the privilege
to meet Sharon you will be
immediately impressed with
the sparkle in her eye, her giving
spirit and her ability to tell a
good story.

In this troubled world, it's
refreshing to find someone
who still has the time to
be kind.

The ladies raised $24, which was a
lot of money in 1968. With that,
Sharon was able to purchase food
and lots of gifts for the baby and
for the mother. After the holidays,
Sharon received a letter of thanks
from the mother.

At the height of the program,
Sharon’s Kids raised $51,000 in
support of Durham’s children. Each
year the money would come in by
December 1st, and 20 volunteer
shoppers who each brought a friend
would go out shopping all in one
day. They would bring their goods
back to the CAW hall and wrap all
the gifts. The same volunteers
always came back. They all loved
and appreciated the opportunity to
make a difference.
In 2014, ten years after Sharon
retired from GM, Sharon and her
program, Sharon’s Kids continue to
raise a significant amount of funds
in support of the Holiday Hope
Program, now facilitated by the
Durham Children’s Aid Foundation.

Durham Children’s Aid Foundation
Sharon’s passion has inspired a
number of her friends and
colleagues to carry on the mission
under the Sharon’s Kids banner.
Many, like Jodi Hewett, continue
to raise money through various
initiatives. One such event is the
holiday breakfast hosted by The
Waltzing Weasel in Oshawa every
December which collects gifts for
older youth.
“Sharon’s legacy is that her efforts
helped our small holiday gift
campaign flourish into what we now
call the Holiday Hope Program,”
says Durham Children’s Aid
Foundation, Executive Director,
Siân Gibson. “Sharon has changed
the lives of thousands of children
here in Durham by giving them joy
and hope at a time when they
need it the most.”

Sharon’s favourite memory
After delivering a huge load of gifts for Holiday Hope, I was
feeling rather happy about our accomplishment as a group; it had
been a good year. A van passed by us filled with toys and a
worker said, “I hope that helps them a bit.” I asked what she
meant and she told me that a mother and nine children had
escaped an abusive situation, had a home to live in, but no beds.
I knew I had some money left over from donations, so I
immediately went into action. I was put in touch with the mom
and was able to buy three sets of bunk beds along with
new sheets, blankets and pillows for each child.
One of my dear friends said, ‘well if they have new beds and
blankets, don't they also need new pyjamas? She offered to
buy them if I would do the shopping for her and give her
the bill (over $100).
So I asked for the names and sizes of each child, and their
favourite colour, and went shopping. I remember going to the
home with the pjs. I had marked the child's name
on the pj's and as I called out the names they
came running up to me with smiles and hugs.
I will forever remember this day-- helping a
grateful mother and all her appreciative children
make up their new beds all with matching warm
snuggly sheets and blankets.
Once done we noticed one little girl was missing.
She soon appeared dressed in her new pj's ready
to jump in her new bed. It was only 6 p.m.
That night, I knew nine kids were going to bed
very happy…and so did I.

(from left): Sharon Clark with Oshawa Mayor
John Henry and volunteer, Jodi Hewett

For 46 years, Sharon has been
raising funds and sharing her
message around Durham. Sharon’s
message is ‘making smiles possible’
and making the holidays merrier for
those who need the boost. As
Sharon says, “Even if only one child
smiles when he receives a hockey
stick that he never expected, then
we have done our job.”

Sharon’s Kids wrapping gifts at CAW Hall, 2006
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Durham Children’s Aid Foundation
Holiday Hope: It takes a village
Sharon’s Kids inspires a community
The General Motors Oshawa Assembly Plant has been
involved with the Durham Children’s Aid Society for 46 years
through Sharon’s Kids. Sharon Clark, a 38-year employee
with General Motors, and retiree began her Christmas
collection in 1968.
In 2012, Sharon introduced the assembly plant to the
Holiday Hope Program. That year the Assembly Plant
sponsored 15 families, providing items such as gift cards,
toys and accessories to help them have a joyous holiday.
Last year the plant adopted 21 families, and this year
increased that number to 26.
The dedicated and wonderful employees at the Oshawa Assembly Plant do
not hesitate to help out in any way they can. Every department in the plant
participates in providing for the families by donating and shopping for the
items on the families’ lists.
In addition to the generous support for families and youth, Oshawa Plant
Manager, Don Naughton presented a $5,000 cheque to Foundation Board
President, Jake Wiebe. This money is greatly appreciated and goes a long
way to helping children, youth and families served by the Foundation.
We are thrilled and honoured by the generosity and kindness of
General Motors and its employees for helping to create
special memories for families.
(See page 6 for more on Sharon’s Kids)

Congratulations

Volunteer Drivers Needed

Raffle winners!

Volunteer drivers provide safe and
reliable transportation to the children
and youth we serve.

On Thursday, January 22 we held the draw for
our first every ‘Reach for the Stars’ Raffle.

Transportation takes place throughout the
day and evening, seven days per week.
Volunteers are reimbursed for mileage.

to our

Congratulations to all the winners:
1st prize - $5,000 Travel Voucher: Mike Rosser
2nd prize - Diamond pendant: Doug Bayers
3rd prize - Panasonic Television: Martin Smith
4th prize - Kayak: Lee Maher
Thank you to everyone for your support.
All proceeds benefit children and youth
through our summer camp program!
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Volunteers are at least 18 years of age, and
must live or work in Durham Region.
We need drivers especially in the
Oshawa-Whitby area.
To learn more please contact Dawn Ashford,
Volunteer Services Coordinator at
905-433-1551, ext. 2412 or
dawn.ashford@durhamcas.ca

Durham Children’s Aid Foundation
Teddy Bear Invasion
Thanks to Meineke Car Care Centre and the
Oshawa Generals, we were thrilled to be the
beneficiary of the Oshawa Generals’ Teddy Bear
Toss for the sixth year in a row. When the
Generals score their first goal of the game,
fans throw plush toys on to the ice.
It’s always a thrill to see thousands of
stuffed animals soaring through the arena in
celebration of both the first goal and in support
of our community’s children. This year the
event took place at the November 28th game
against the Niagara Ice Dogs, and that first
goal was scored for the second year in a row
by Gens forward Michael Dal Colle.
A record 6,072 plush toys were donated,
which were distributed to children through
our Holiday Hope Program. This year, we
were able to expand our efforts and raised
$2,316 by “passing the bucket.” And we met
many wonderful Gens fans at our information
booth.
A couple days later, our office was delightfully
invaded by over 6,000 stuffed toy bears, dogs,
cats, reindeer, penguins and monkeys. We
were also honoured that Dal Colle joined us
for the delivery and helped spread the word
about our Holiday Hope Program.
Looking forward to next year!
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Durham Children’s Aid Foundation
Kits for kids
Nicci Gray, and Thirty-One Gifts
generously donated 30 care kits
to our Holiday Hope Program.
The kits were beautiful caddies from
Thirty-One Gifts filled with personal
care products for youth (and some
for babies). These kits were a
fabulous addition to holiday
hampers for some of the older
youth we serve who are often
overlooked in holiday toy drives.
As a testament to how popular the
caddies were, our staff members
who were on hand when Nicci and
her children delivered them, were
excitedly rushing for the kits to
ensure that they got one of them
for a youth with whom they
work.

The beautiful caddies were a
definite hit!
This wasn’t the first time Nicci
supported our work. It all
started last fall when Nicci
heard about a colleague who
was working with York CAS
and got inspired to reach out
and help kids in Durham.
Nicci is a sales consultant
with Thirty-One Gifts, offering
personalized bags and
organizational items.
One of the items that Nicci sells is
a natural fit for kids: lunchboxes.
And last fall she delivered
approximately 30 lunchboxes
filled with items for kids.
Nicci promoted the initiatives to
her customers and had the bags
sponsored, and with the profits she
bought the items to fill the bags,
and she got some of the contents
donated. All of the items donated
by Nicci have been hugely popular
because they are not only useful,
they are also beautiful.

Nicci and he
r children
delivering lu
nch bags in
fall.

When asked why she does this,
Nicci says “I have four kids, and I
can’t imagine not being able to
provide some basic items for them.”
She speaks so passionately about
wanting to help children, youth and
families who may need a helping
hand, any way she can.
Nicci and her children also loved
delivering the gifts to our office,
especially for the Holiday Hope
Program where they met some
staff members.
“It was really neat for us to see
everyone so excited to receive the
caddies.”

kits
ing holiday
Staff receiv
ies.
ab
b
d
an
h
for yout

10th Annual
Durham Children’s Aid Foundation

Fore the Future

Save the Date
Join us for the Tenth Annual Fore the Future
Charity Golf Classic, again at the spectacular
Wooden Sticks Golf Club in Uxbridge.

Wednesday, June 10, 2015 - 1.30 p.m.
Shotgun Start - $300 per golfer

To register or to enquire about
sponsorship opportunities, please contact:
Leslie McLean, Foundation Coordinator
905.433.1551, ext 2409
Leslie.Mclean@durhamcas.ca
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Durham Children’s Aid Foundation
Celebrating the holidays with our youth
Five years ago, Durham CAS hosted
the first festive luncheon for the
youth we serve, many of whom live
on their own, and may not have
anywhere to go for the holidays.
The event has grown from a small
lunch for eighteen youth to this
year’s amazing event when we
welcomed 137 youth.
Not only has the event grown to
serve more youth, it has also grown
in support. The event would not be
possible without the generous
support of many businesses and
individuals.
As the event grows, we have
outgrown our own boardroom, and
we were thrilled to welcome CIBC
whose support enabled us to hold
the event at Tosca Banquet Hall.
The new venue ensured that
everyone who wanted to come
could come. It also made the event
extra special for our youth who
may not have ever had such an
opportunity. Our staff were elated to
see the faces of the youth as they
entered the beautiful hall.
CIBC’s support also enabled us to
invite Canadian, three-time World
Championship boxer Mary Spencer
to speak to the youth. Spencer
awed the audience with her
presentation leaving everyone
excited and inspired to go
conquer their own goals.

We must also
recognize the
incredible
contribution of
so many
people’s time
in organizing
the event, and
in making
sure each
youth went
home with a
home-baked
box of cookies,
among their
many other
gifts.

Thanks to our supporters, every youth went home
with wonderful gifts and baked goods.

While the meal is wonderful, an
equally important part of the event
is the time the youth spend with
each other, staff, board members
and Foundation trustees. It’s
important to give the youth what so
many of us take for granted: that we
have someone to share the holidays
with.
Many youth feel isolated and lonely.
This event is a chance for them to
relax and open up, unlike in other
parts of their lives. At this event
they feel connected and loved, and
can relax with other youth who
know what they are going through.

They don’t have to be ashamed that
they may not have family to turn to
during the holidays.
These kids need to know that
someone cares -- we care -- about
them.
It truly is a chance to live up to
our vision of “building hope and
opportunities with children, youth
and families.” We can’t wait to
do it all over again next year.

Funding is also provided by the
Durham Children’s Aid Foundation,
Durham CAS and CUPE Local
3223. Additional support was
provided by Metro, Durham CAS
staff, our Foster Parent Association
and Costco who donated gift
packages and prizes for the youth.

DJ Al holding his own with Canadian, three-time
World Championship boxer Mary Spencer.
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New faces at the
Foundation
In December, two new staff members, Siân Gibson
and Leslie McLean joined the Durham Children’s
Aid Foundation.
Siân Gibson was hired as the new Executive Director of
DCAF. Siân has extensive experience in the charitable
sector from creating two national charities to leading
the national business development strategy for both
the Heart and Stroke Foundation and the Canadian
Breast Cancer Foundation.

Siân (left)
and Leslie
(right) w
and local
real estate ith Holiday Hope d
onor
agent Mo
nika Uren
.

“I am looking forward to meeting with community and corporate leaders
across Durham Region over the next few months to discuss how we can build
partnerships that will ultimately benefit the children in our community,” said Gibson
when asked about her immediate priorities.
Siân is a long time resident of Brooklin and lives there with her husband and two boys.
Also joining the Foundation is Leslie McLean. Leslie was hired as the Foundation Coordinator and will provide
support to facilitate the Foundation’s signature events and programs including the Foundation Golf Tournament
‘Fore the Future’ and the Holiday Hope Campaign. Prior to joining the Foundation, Leslie was a founding
member of the community volunteer group Hearts of Durham and has raised funds for a number of
Durham based charities over the last ten years. Leslie also resides in Brooklin with her husband
and four boys.
Welcome to the Foundation!

Thank you for your support!
❑ Mr. ❑ Mrs. ❑ Ms. ❑ Dr. ❑ Other:
Last name:

First name:
Address:
City:
Telephone:

Province:

Postal Code:
Email:

Please accept my donation of $
Cheque or money order payable to Durham Children’s Aid Foundation

❑
❑ Please charge the above amount to my credit card.
Credit Card information: ❑ Visa
❑ MasterCard

(please complete credit card information below)

Name on Card:
Card Number:

Expiry Date:

Signature:
Charitable Registration No. 85426 0940 RR0001 - I n c o m e Tax Re c eip ts is s ued fo r d o n atio n s o f $25.00 & ab o ve.

1320 Airport Boulevard
Oshawa, Ontario L1H 7K4
Tel: 905-433-1551 Ext 2379
Fax: 905-433-0409
foundation@durhamcas.ca
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